January 11, 2007

Ms. Jane Arellano, District Director

US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
300 N. Los Angeles Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Arellano:

The following items have been proposed by members of the
American Immigration Lawyers Association, Los Angeles County
Bar Association-Immigration Section, Mexican American Bar
Association, San Fernando Bar Association, Century City Bar
Association, and Cuban American Bar Association for discussion
with you at our January 11, 20007 meeting:

ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS

(1) Under the Federal First Offenders Act and LUJAN-ARMENDARIZ 222 F.3d
728 (9th Cir) first ime simple possession of Marijuana conviction that has
been expunged pursuant to section 1203.4 should not any effect on AOS
purposes and yet waivers are requested. Is this correct procedure/policy?

Should be bring this to the attention of the DAO’s immediate supervisor?

Jon Katz, US CIS regional counsel, responded: If your matter falls under

Lujan-Armendariz, then the officer should not ask for a waiver since the

standard under Lujan applies. Please bring such situations to the

supervisor's attention, if there are no other prior charges. However, each
application will be considered on a case by case basis to determine if a waiver is
necessary.

(2) Should an applicant for adjustment who used fraudulent papers at entry file
the | 601 together with the | 485 and | 130 with the Chicago Lock box,
assuming he or she is eligible to file such a waiver?

Sany Alegria, Section Chief, responded: You can always file a waiver
with your application. The outcome of the Adjudication, however is based
on a case-by-case review by the officer.

(3) Please confirm the admission stamp in the passport, without the | 94, is still
accepted as proof of inspected entry?



Roland Lyons, Acting Field Officer, responded: Yes, a stamp in the
passport is acceptable proof of entry into this country. If you have any
problems, speak with CBP and bring it to their attention.

(4) A case has been sent to the CIS for a |-485 adjustment interview from the
Court by direction of the District Counsel. CIS has not been able to find this file.
How long should be wait for someone to locate this file and when can it be
declared “lost” so as to proceed with the matter? Who can be contact to get
some resolution?

Roland Lyons, Acting Field Officer, responded: Please contact Robin
Pignatelli, Section Chief, to take appropriate action. Her phone number is
(213) 830-5524 and her fax for inquiry is (213) 830-5414.

(5) Is the Service now providing interpreters for all adjustment cases or just
Spanish speaking applicants? When should we come with our own interpreters?

Jane Arellano, USCIS District Director, responded: If you need an
interpreter, please bring one with you. The Service reserves the right to
disqualify an interpreter if the interpreter does not act correctly in
accordance with their duty as an interpreter and The Service can use
language line services telephonically. An adjudicator may assist with
interpretation, if necessary. The Service uses language line services
telephonically frequently.

(6) INFOPASS inquiries confirm IP clearances are completed in certain continues
cases but the 110 officer tells us nothing could be done to approve them until six
months had passed from the date of the interview. |s this true and if not, how
can we trigger this case to be directed to the interviewing DAO for completion?

Dianne Armenteros, Information Services Manager, responded: We
discovered there was confusion among |lOs. You may inquiry via Infopass
appointment after 30 days have passed from their last interview at CIS.

Sany Alegria, Section Chief, responded: Bring to your Infopass
appointment the Continued for Service Action notice indicating the reason for
continuing your case, and the time frame you are to wait before making an
inquiry, and show it to the information Officer.

(7) Security clearances for applicants of Middle Eastern descent remaining
pending for longer than 18 months. Is there anyway to expedite this process?

Jane Arellano, USCIS District Director, responded: There is no distinction
made for Middle Eastern decedents. Each pending case is reviewed and






